Effect of continuous positive pressure ventilation on cardiac output.
Ten mongrel dogs were placed on 5 and 10 cm. H20 of CPPV. Cardiac output, pulmonary vascular resistance and pleural pressures were measured. At 5 cm. H20/CPPV there was no significant change in cardiac output or pulmonary vascular resistance. At 10 cm. H20 CPPV cardiac output significantly decreased and pulmonary vascular resistance increased. The physiologic basis for these changes is discussed and related to the clinical situation.